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The Third International Ibsen Festival Tokyo
Ibsen now

When the world is in chaos, Japan cannot be the only country to
remain calm. Likewise, while most classic dramas are washed by
high tides of innovative mise en scéne, Ibsen’s drama cannot remain
the exception in enjoying old performance styles. Thus, a new
staging of Ibsen’s plays will inevitably reveal a novel perspective on
today’s global society.

The Third International Ibsen Festival Tokyo, Ibsen now, is
composed of three productions of An Enemy of the People and three
productions of Hedda Cabler, which are at the leading edge of
today’s world theatre. They will clearly show us the state of /bsen
now in the world and provide suggestions on the future direction of

Japanese theatre.

INTERNATIONAL THEATRE FESTIVAL IBSEN NOW
Artistic Director Mitsuya Mori
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Chiten, meaning “locus” or “point”, is a theatre company led by director Motoi Miura. It

-y . . employs an original linguistic style, deliberately
delaying the cadence and rhythm of language to
expose the raw sound of the words liberated from
their meanings. This technique has frequently been
recognized for its musical qualities. Rather than
maintaining a single systematic methodology, Chiten
explores a wide variety of approaches for the texts it
adapts. Its major work includes a series of stagings of
Chekhov plays, Brecht’s “Fatzer”, Jelinek’s “Kein Licht”
and “Sports Play”. This will be the first time for Chiten
to stage Ibsen’s play.
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(A Variation of Ibsen’s An Enemy of the Peaple. Who is An Enemy of Society? )
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Theatre Office Natori was founded in 1996. It is a
production company headed by Toshiyuki Natori. It has
been producing theatrical plays, contemporary dance,
film and other performances.

An Enemy of the People, which, among Ibsen’s mature
ceuvre, was once little valued and seldom performed, is
now his most frequently staged play, reflecting as it
does the hottest political and social issues globally.
Following this trend, we attempt to illuminate the
problems of contemporary Japanese society in the form
of a discussion drama and ascertain who is the real
enemy of society.
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Visjoner Teater / Visions Theatre was founded in 1988 by actress Juni Dahr, and has in
the years 1988 — 2016 produced around 30 performances touring internationally for
nearly 30 years.

Hedda Gabler is an intimate study where Juni
Dahr’s artistic concept and original idea was to
stage the performance in a small house in the
forest near Oslo. She invited actors to explore text,
characters and situations in a realistic setting. The
performance has a close transparency where the
relations and conflicts are exposed to a small
audience in an intimate setting.

Based on this idea, Visions Theatre now presents
Hedda Gabler in a theatre space to the Japanese
audience.
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Kaminari Strangers is an artistic collective based in Tokyo that was founded in 2011.
First staged in 2015, their “An Enemy of the People” was selected for “Best 3 Plays of
the Month” by Teatro magazine. “The majority is never right. Never, | tell you!"— as
Henrick Ibsen posed it 130 years ago,
the question about the way
democracy and justice ought to be is
once again highlighted here in this
age.
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tg STAN was founded in 1989 by Frank Vercruyssen, Sara De Roo, Jolente De
Keersmaeker and De Damiaan Schrijver, four students from Antwerp Conservatory not
wanting to join any existing theater
companies. The name of the group is an
acronym for "Stop Thinking About
Names", to mark their democratic
principles: No hierarchy, everyone
participates in decisions on everything.
In true agitprop style the play points
the finger at the total lack of sincerity
in a democracy, the trickery, lies and
intimidation, the deception of the
people and their intolerance.

© Tim Wouters

128108(+)18:0088:% 118 (8)14:008%
BB ST —b I

Teatrul Maghiar de Stat Cluj
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The Hungarian State Theatre of Cluj, an art organization of the Magyar nation, is a theatre
in Cluj-Napoca, Romania, founded in 1792. The theatre has been based at the current
building since 1961. Performances are played in the Hungarian language, which makes
their position very unique in Romania. This is their first visit to Japan.

Hedda Gabler, directed by the world acclaimed Andrei Serban, convinces us that Serban
is still active and well, and we would like to
show an orthodox model of performance of a
modern classic drama with a visual originality
and excellent acting ability.

Project financed by
W ROMANIAN
. CULTURAL
M INSTITUTE
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